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For the PTO 's convenience, claims that remain unchanged are included below in 
order to allow the Examiner to review all pending claims from this response in their 
numerical order. 

(Unchanged) A method for storing programming at a programming 
storage station, said storage station having a storage device capable of storing 
programming, and an automatic control unit for controlling said storage device to store 
information, said method comprising the steps of: 
storing\a programming requirement signal; 

locating an available programming storage space based on said step of storing a 
requirement signan and 

storing first programming based on said step of locating an available 
programming storage space. 

4. (Unchanged^ The method of claim 3, wherein said requirement signal 
designates programming required at a future time, said method further comprising the 
step of identifying programming^ 



5. (Unchanged) The method of claim 3, further comprising the step of 
identifying information which is not required. 



6. (Unchanged) The method of claim 3, further comprising the step of 
comparing information stored at one or more aid programming storage station and 
said automatic control unit to said requirement signal. 



7. (Unchanged) The method of claim 3, further comprising the steps of: 
inputting at least some portion of a stored signal to a\processor; and 
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processing said inputted portion to locate said available programming storage 



space. 



6f 



(a) effecting a transr 



(Three Times Amended) A method for storing programming at a 
programmin^torage station, said storage station having a storage device capable of 
storing programmih& and an automatic control unit for controlling said storage device to 
store information, said method comprising the steps of: 

( 1 ) receiving firstWogramming to be transmitted; 

(2) receiving an instrucfc^ign^l which is effective to accomplish one of: 

p station to process a programming 

requirement signal which is effective^ enable said transmitter station to locate an 
available programming storage space in wh^ch to store said first programming; 
and 

. (b) effecting a receiver station to proces^^ programming requirement 
signal which is effective to enable said receiver station toHocate an available 
programming storage space in which to store said first programming; 

(3) receiving a transmitter control signal which operates at saicrta^msmitter 
station to communicate said first programming to a transmitter; and 

(4) storing said instruct signal and said transmitter control signal. 

\ 



9. (Unchanged) The method of claim 8, wherein said transmitter station is a 
remote intermediate transmitter station, said method further comprising the step of 
transmitting said first programming, said instruct signal, and said transmitter control 
signal from one or more origination transmitters. 



1 0. (Unchanged) The method of claim 8, wherein said first programming 
includes only some of a program, said method further comprising the step of receiving 
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second programming, said second programming being operative to enable one of said 
transmitter statiofrsand said receiver station to complete said program. 

1 1 . (Unchanged^ The method of claim 10, wherein said program is a mass 
medium program. 



12. (Unchanged) The methb^i of claim 10, wherein said program is a 
computer program. 



1 3 . (Unchanged) The method of claim rQ, wherein said transmitter control 
signal includes said second programming. 



14. (AmendecK The method of claim 10, wherein a signal generator is 
operatively connected to said tnn^smittel said method further comprising the steps of: 

communicating a signal incuq^n^said first programming to said signal generator; 

and 

causing said signal generator to incorporate a balance of said program into said 
signal at a time of specific relevance. 



15. (Unhanged) The method of claim 14, wherein a computer is operatively 
connected to said signaTgenerator, said method further comprising the steps of: 
communicating said sfccond programming to said computer; and 
generating said balance orsaid program. 




Please cancel claim 16, 
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17. (Unchanged) The method of claim 8, wherein all of said first 
programming is to Be processed at said receiver station and only some of said first 
programming is to be outputted to a subscriber. 

1 8. (Unchanged) VThe method of claim 1 7, further comprising the step of 
storing second programming, said second programming being operative at said receiver 
station to perform at least one of processing said first programming and outputting said 



only some of said first programming. \ 
c^lclaim ^ 



Please cand 



20\ (Unchanged) The method of claim 3, wherein said first programming 
includes an iiW>mplete programming element, and second programming operates to 
complete said incomplete programming element by processing a class of data, said 
method further comprising the step of receiving a control signal which designates at least 
one of said incomplete OTOgramming element and said class of data. 

21 . (Unchanged) Vhe method of claim 20, wherein said class of data 
designates programming distributor data, said method further comprising the step of 
receiving and storing distributor data. 



22. (Unchanged) The method of claim 20, wherein said class of data 
designates subscriber data, said method further^omprising the step of receiving and 
storing subscriber data. 



Please canceKclaims 23 co 2 
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30. (Unchkmed) The method of claim 3, wherein a controller is operatively 
connected to said first storagfe^tation and a control program causes said controller to 
control one or more peripheral devic£s>§aid method further comprising the step of 
receiving and storing said control program. 

3 1 . (Amended) Th^smethod of claim 30, wherein said one or more 
^8ripheral devices include at least onfcwof a matrix switch and a digital switch operatively 

'connected to said first storage station, sai^ method further comprising the step of 
^ *J receiving and storing an identifier designating information to be communicated by said at 
least one of said matrix switch and said digital sWitch. 




32\ (Unchanged) The method of claim 30, wherein said storage station 
includes at lea^t one of (1) a first tape player and (2) a memory operatively connected to a 
computer. 



33. (Unchangfed) The method of claim 30, wherein said first programming is 
received in an analog television signal. 



34. (Unchanged) The method of claim 30, wherein said first programming is 
received in a digital television signal. 



35. (Unchanged) The method of c|aim 20, further comprising the step of 
storing said second programming. 



36. (Unchanged) The method of claim 35, wherein said second programming 



v^hei 



includes at least some of an intermediate generation set and, a program instruction set 
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37\ (Amended) A method for storing programming at a storage station, said 
storage staticJta having a plurality of storage locations each capable of storing at least one 
of television anci radio programming; a transfer device capable of communicating said at 
least one of television and radio programming at least one of to and from each of said 
plurality of storage locations; and at least one of a processor, controller, and computer for 
controlling at least onoof said plurality of storage locations and said transfer device, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a signal mcluding said at least one of television and radio programming; 
selecting at least ondof said plurality of storage locations; 

transferring said received signal including said at least one of television and radio 
programming to said selected at least one of said plurality of storage locations; 

storing said received signal including said at least one of television and radio 
programming at said selected at least one of said plurality of storage locations; and 

storing an intermediate generation set in respect of said at least one of television 
and radio programming at said storage \tation in which said intermediate generation set is 
computer program information that causefe intermediate transmission station apparatus to 
generate at least one of program instructionteet information and command information. 



38. (Amended) The method of claltai 37, wherein said computer is 
operatively connected to said storage station, said n^ethod further comprising the steps of: 
communicating said intermediate generation sot to said computer; and 
modifying said signal including said at least one of television and radio 
programming in accordance with said intermediate generation set. 



39. (Amended) The method of claim 38, wherein a sraial generator is 
operatively connected to said storage station and modifies said signal mcluding said at 
least one of television and radio programming by embedding information mto said signal 
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including said at least dqe of television and radio programming, said method further 
comprising the steps of: 

controlling said storage station to transfer said signal including said at least one of 
television and radio programming to said signal generator; 

generating at least some of s^id information in accordance with said intermediate 
generation set; and 

communicating said information^) said signal generator. 

40. (Amended) The method of diaim 39, wherein a transmitter is 
operatively connected to said signal generator, sakl method further comprising the step of 
transmitting said modified signal including said at legist one of television and radio 
programming. 




Please canfcel claim 41. 




42. (Unchanged) The method of claim 38, wherein said at least one of 
television and radio p^gramming is modified by combining at least one of video and 
audio into said at least on^spf television and radio programming. 



Please cancel^claims 4^o4^^ 



45. (Amended) V The method of claim 37, further comprising the step of 
embedding said intermediate generation set in said signal including said at least one of 
television and radio programming) 

46. (Amended) The meth(?fl of claim 45, where said intermediate 
generation set is embedded in said signal including said at least one of television and 
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irfcdclai 



Please cancel claims 4Jf to 50. 




radio programming before said\ignal including said at least one of television and radio 
programming is stored. 



5 1 . Amended) A method of storing information at a storage station, said 
storage station inMuding at least one storage location capable of storing programming, a 
receiver for receiving at least audio from a remote transmitter station, a transfer device 
capable of communicating said programming at least one of to and from said at least one 
storage location, and a processor capable of controlling at least one of said at least one 
storage location and said C^ansfer device, said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving at least on^ signal including said programming, a first portion of said 
programming to be outputted for a duration of time, only some of said duration of time 
including a time interval of specific relevance, a second portion of said programming 
including audio, at least said secon^ portion of said at least one signal being received 
from said remote transmitter station; 

communicating said received at\east one signal to said at least one storage 
location; 

storing said first and second portion^of said programming at said at least one 
storage location; and 

storing at least one of computer code ancftdata at said storage station, said at least 
one of computer code and data being operative at ak ultimate receiver station to select 
said audio and cause an audio output device to output\aid audio during said time interval 
of specific relevance. 



52. (Amended) The method of claim 5 1 , furthencomprising the steps of: 
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communicating said afyeast one of said computer code and said data to a 
computer; and 

under control of said computer, modifying at least one of said programming and 
said at least one signal in accordance^ with said at least one of said computer code and 
said data. 



53. (Amended) The method of claim 52, wherein said signal including said 
programming is modified by embedding information in said signal. 



54. (Unchanged) N^The method of claim 52, wherein said programming is 
modified by combining audio into said programming. 



55. (Amended) A method of storing information at a storage station, said 
storage station inducing at least one storage location capable of storing programming, a 
receiver for receiving akJeast audio from a remote transmitter station, a transfer device 
capable of communicating^aid programming at least one of to and from said at least one 
storage location, and a processor capable of controlling at least one of said at least one 
storage location and said transfer device, said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving at least one signil including said programming, a first portion of said 
programming including audio, a firstVart of said audio to be outputted at an ultimate 
receiver station before a time interval oKspecific relevance, a second part of said audio to 
be outputted at said ultimate receiver station after said time interval of specific relevance, 
at least a second portion of said at least one signal including video, at least said first 
portion of said signal being received from said remote transmitter station; 

communicating said received at least one sffcjnal to said at least one storage 
location; 
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storing said first and secon^ portions of said programming at said at least one 
^storage location; and 

storing at said storage station aMeast one processor instruction which is effective 
to modify said at least one signal for transmission to said ultimate receiver station. 



56. (Uncmifrged) The method of claim 55, wherein said at least one 
processor instruction is effectivettHaaQchfy said programming. 





57. (Amended) A method of enabling a storage device to deliver 
programming, said storage device having at least one storage location capable of storing 
at least one of video andWdio programming, a transfer device capable of communicating 
said at least one of video anaSaudio programming at least one of to and from said at least 
one storage location, and a processor capable of controlling at least one of said transfer 
device and said at least one storage location, said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a first signal, said first signal including said at least one of video and 
audio programming, said at least one of vide$\and audio programming having an 
associated identification datum and a programming element which is incomplete as 
regards a class of data; 

communicating said first signal to said at least on^storage location; 
storing said first signal at said at least one storage location; and 
storing at least one of an intermediate generation set and\program instruction set 
at said storage device, said at least one of an intermediate generation^ and a program 
instruction set including at least some portion of a control signal which obsignates at least 
one of said incomplete programming element and said class of data and which upon 
command is operative to complete said incomplete programming element, whereby said 
device is enabled to deliver a complete programming presentation in response to a us^ 
instruction to play. 
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58. (Unchanged) The method of claim 57, wherein said class of data 
designates programming distributor data, said method further comprising the step of 
receiving and storing distributor data. 



59. (Unchanged) The metnod of claim 57, wherein said class of data 
designates subscriber data, said method father comprising the step of receiving and 
storing subscriber data. 

60. (Unchanged) The method of claimV/, wherein said control signal is to 
comprise a series or stream of sequentially transmitteavcontrol instructions, said method 
further comprising the step of receiving and storing in sard control signal two or more 
control instructions in a specific order with information designating a time period. 



61 . (Unchanged) The method of claim 60, wherein said series or stream of 
sequentially transmitted control instructions is to be included in a message stream, said 
method further comprising the step of receiving and storing instructions\^hich are 
effective to instruct said processor to process at least one message of said message 
stream. 

62. (Amended) TheYnethod G f claim 57, wherein said at least one of an 
intermediate generation set and a program instruction set operates to generate a control 
signal by processing information of s&d class of data, said method further comprising the 
step of receiving and storing generally applicable information of said control signal. 



63. (Amended) The method of claim 62, wherein said generally applicable 
information of said control signal is to be included in machine language code. 
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64. (Amended) Theunethod of claim 62, wherein said generally applicable 
information of said control signal inb<hides higher language code and said intermediate 
generation set operates to generate said control signal by completing a module including 
said higher language code. 



Please ca 



i^cfelclaims 65 t^bl/^ 




(Unchanged) The method of claim 57, wherein a control program causes 

a controller operatively^connected to said storage device to control one or more 

\ 

peripheral devices, said method ^further comprising the step of receiving and storing said 
control program. 



Please cancel claims 6jp to 7JK 




(Unchanged) The method of claim 71, further comprising the steps of: 



transmitting said intermediate generation set from a first of said plurality of 
transmitter stations^ and 

transmitting said program instruction set from a second of said plurality of 
transmitter stations. 

73. (Unchanged) Themethod of claim 57, wherein said storage device is 
located at an intermediate transmitter station, said method further comprising the step of 
transmitting said first signal and at least oneW said program instruction set and a 
command generated in accordance with said intermediate generation set. 
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(/ 74. (Unchanged) The method of claim 57, wherein said storage device is 



located at an ultimate receiVer station. 



Please can 



n^Tclaims 




82. \ (Amended) A method of enabling a mass medium programming 
storage devic^io store and deliver mass medium programming, said storage device 
comprising at lea^t one storage location capable of storing said mass medium 
programming, a transmission device capable of communicating said mass medium 
programming at least otae of to and from said at least one storage location, and a 
processor capable of controlling at least one of said transmission device and said at least 
one storage location to at least one of receive, store, and communicate said mass medium 
programming, comprising the sftos of: 

receiving a signal includin^said mass medium programming, said mass medium 
programming having an identificatio^atum and a programming element which is 
incomplete regarding a class of data; 

communicating said signal includin^said mass medium programming to said at 
least one storage location; 

storing said signal including said mass m^ium programming at said at least one 
storage location; and 

storing at least one of an intermediate generatioi^set and a program instruction set 
at said mass medium programming storage device, said at feast one of an intermediate 
generation set and a program instruction set including at leastSjpme portion of a control 
signal which designates at least one of said incomplete programming element and said 
class of data operative to complete said incomplete programming element, 

whereby said storage device is enabled to deliver a complete programming 
presentation in response to a user instruction. 
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(Unchanged) The method of claim 82, wherein said class of data 
designates {wrogramming distributor data, said method further comprising the step of: 
receiving and storing said programming distributor data. 



84. (Unchanged) The method of claim 82, wherein said class of data 
designates subscriber data, said method further comprising the step of: 
receiving and storing said subscriber data. 



85. (Unchanged) T^e method of claim 82, wherein said control signal 
comprises sequentially transmittedvcontrol instructions, said method further comprising 



\ 

the step of: 

receiving and embedding in said control signal at least two control instructions in 
a specific order with information designating^ time period. 



86. (Unchanged) The method of claim\85, wherein said sequentially 
transmitted control instructions comprise a message stream, said method further 
comprising the step of: 

receiving and storing instructions which are effective to instruct said processor to 
process at least one message of said message stream. 



87. (Amended)\ The method of claim 82, wherein said at least one of said 
intermediate generation set anilsaid program instruction set operates to generate said 
control signal by processing inebriation of said class of data, said method further 
comprising the step of: 

receiving and storing infdrmatio\regarding said control signal. 
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88. (Amended) Th^method of claim 87, wherein said generally applicable 
information of said control signal is aUeast some of a processor instruction. 

89. (Amended) The method oj^fl^rn 87, wherein said generally applicable 
information of said control signal is higher 1 ^ngu^ge code and said at least one of said 
intermediate generation set and said program instruction set operates to generate said 
control signal by completing a module including said higher language code. 



Please canetfclaims 




93. (Unchanged\ The method of claim 82, wherein a control program causes 
a controller operatively connected to said storage device to control at least one peripheral 
device, said method further comprising the step of: 

receiving and storing said control program. 



Please cancel 



II. REMARKS 

Applicants submit the foregoing claim amendments and cancellations for the 
purpose of expediting prosecution of the instant application. The amendments introduce 
no new matter. 

Claims 8, 31, 37, 52, 62, 82 and 87-89 have been amended to recite "at least one" 
for occurrences of "one" to clarify that the claimed invention is not limited to just "one" 
of the recited components. No new matter is added by these amendments. 
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